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Resume

According to historically possible changes, the symbolic form and the content of the
performances was varied and spread in Mythos, religion and folk, in accordance with the
requirements of the social environment.

Georgian dance forms of ornamental embroidery patterns and its symbols, naturally
experienced the substantial changes.

The research revealed that in the Georgian folk dance figures, ornamental images expressed in
characters, lies the great information, which can have a mythological, cosmogonic, religious and
magical aspects. In the process of complex research, we come to the close of the initial steps of
information.

It's a known, that the circle was a sign of celestial bodies and illuminated deities. This
mystical symbol, as well as the celestial deity monogram, pointed not only to its perfection, but the
eternity too.

On the basis of the materials we found during the research of the problem, we concluded that
circle as a symbol of deity existed in hunters' round dances in ancient Georgia.

The round dances that we mentioned, has taken its ground from ancient archaic dance rituals,
in which the round form of action was the necessary element to communicate with the universe. The
hunting process, having the practical function, gradually laid the foundation and outlined circle as
the magical symbol. In Svaneti the hunting round dances are: Dala Kojas Khelghvazhale (Dali Giving
Birth in a Cliff); Sanadiro ("Hunting"), Lemchili, Bail Betqili and e.t.

Thus, the circular form of the round dance clearly shows its heavenly symbolism. On the
basis of the legend, we can presume that this round dance is devoted to Dali, the deity of hunting
decorated with astral symbolism.

In our opinion, the name “Samtis Chishkhash” is indicative of the fact that it was a ritual
round dance performed on a mountain. Given this, Samtis Chishkhash can also be regarded as a
round dance praising Dali.

The worship of illuminated deities, arisen in the roots of ancient civilizations, had peculiar
influence on Georgian ritual dance-acts.

To express respect for the Moon, Lamproba (lamp-lighting) was celebrated in ancient Georgia
(a hunter’s dance). The ritual fire and the circular round dance and hymns (glorifications) performed
around it as described in the document of the 14th century enables us to conclude that the
aforementioned tradition is ancient. The fire that is presented as the centre of the circle in this case
can be the so-called holy flame, a symbol of the Sun, which could not be seen during the ritual
performed in the middle of the night under the young moon.

The worship of the Sun can be seen in the Georgian folklore in the shape of the circular
round dance Lile. The ancient religious-mythological symbols are kept in the round dance, which
determines its circular form.The two-circled form of a round dance symbolizes the movement of the
Sun and the Moon. As regards round dances with three concentric circles moving in different
directions, they symbolize the whole universe - moving sky, luminaries, and stars. This is a form
characteristic of Gurian and Ajarian round dances that are still performed in the scenic choreography
(Gurian round dance with pairs of women performing and Khorumi), whose roots are to be sought in
the astral world.

The imaginative centre was characteristics of the round dance, which often was filled with
visible object. However, we have another idea, given the fact that something placed within the circle
was strongly worshipped. It also had deeply mystical overtones made clear by the institution of
preaching and ritual and choreographic actions used. Shamanic practices are as old as the world.
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In our opinion, this is the basis of choreographic form, why we mentioned the round dances
as “dance in the circle”. The magic circle had to be the safeguard guarantee for objects locating in the
circle, as well as the universe surrounded by the belt.

Circuit acts performed during illness, the moving-around ritual, a round item tie and various
magical symbolic action, is the manifestation of the circle, as the astral mystical symbols.

Making research in the text of the hymn lavnana, Ivane Javakhishvili worked on many
versions of the Georgian text and compared it with a reflection of a Babylonian amulet. There are
divine astral signs above the seven figures in the amulet, which is yet another allusion to the astral
nature of the cult. The comparison of the two sets of materials show that they are similar and of
ancient origin. They also show the function of the compositional arrangement of the whole ritual.
The latter must be conditioned by mystic actions around the central figure (people moving around
him and protecting him) and the presence of anthropomorphic deities decorated with astral symbols.

In Georgia, there are remnants of shaman's rituals in the shape of prophesying, icon
soothsaying, or being held by an icon. It is noteworthy that dancing was necessary for such magic
actions together with a special environment. In this context, dancing was used as something
imparting common energy and causing a religious trance.

Shamanic elements can be seen during the holidays of “White George” in Atskuri. Various
magic actions are performed there, including a circular round dance with one person dancing within
the circle, movements around the circle, the colour of the costumes of participants, contacts with the
earth, and many other components, which enables us to conclude that this an ancient ritual mystery
with cosmogonic overtones.

The study of Georgian round dances and dancing movements has shown that circular round
dances move in different directions. Clockwise movement is particularly frequent. This direction is
often regarded as positive movement. We believe that in Georgian folk dances, the movement of the
circle from east to west, i.e. in the counter-clockwise direction, was the so-called "movement of the
sky", and the movement in the opposite direction that of the planets. There can be another
explanation to the movement in the counter-clockwise direction: The circle of a round dance moves
to meet the sun, day, and light.

In the research process, we have identified the geometric forms of the terms “perkhisa” and
“mtskobri”. “Perkhisa”, unlike round dances, the aforementioned term is not at all linked to the
dancing draught and a concrete geometric form. It is a ritual dance performed by many people. At the
beginning, it may be linear and become circular or winding as dancers continue to move. The form
depends on whether dancers had to move around an object of worship or along a line going up and
down. “Mtskobri”- it is an old Georgian term denoting a dance with a specific position of dancers
standing in rows. In other words, it implies a direct indication to the linear form of a dance.

The new ways of interpretations in the paper:

1. The shape of a completely new vision of high-rise round dances and the content encoded
in them.

The spatial structure of circular round dances is similar to the cosmogonic views of Georgians.
It is the same as the spatial structure of the universe like that of residential houses, houses of worship,
and residential and defensive towers. This form of round dances was a means of contact and
communication with the sacral spheres of cosmos. To put it in modern terminology, high-rise round
dances are a variety of imago mundi. Their choreographic form is supposed to restore the link
between the sky and earth. Our presumption is supported by the cosmogonic worldview of
Georgians, which fully defined the perception of archaic people (spatial terms still remaining in the
Georgian language, archaeological monuments, cryptographic images and so forth). The
aforementioned is confirmed at the global level in works by prominent historian and researcher in
mythology Mircea Eliade. We presume that high-rise round dances are a model of the universe as
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imagined by Georgians. The link between the sky and earth is restored in them in a choreographic
form, which reflects the harmonization of chaos in the sacral space.

2. the essence of the symbol of strictly ordered rectilinear dances - one line of rectilinear
dance is a hyperspatial tunnel, a border between this world and that world, and is also connected
with horizon.

This kind of perkhisa can be described as a hyper-spatial tunnel that links reality in this world
to supra-material worlds. The following dances are united in this form:

a) In the Nabaghrevi belt dated I millenium, B.C. are the expressions of the people in masks,
who perform sacral actions, dancing a row. The horns of a deer that can be seen in the middle line
seem to be the central symbol of the composition. Deer is a hypostasis of the deity of productivity and
its horns a symbol of a sacral tree; in addition, human and animal wars and struggles too. The star
expressed in the belt composition may be a Morning Star, same as Ishtar and hence, the scene was
dedicated to the star _ the struggle for fertility and prosperity. In general, the defensive function of
the belt can be seen very well in archaic human spatial faith- perceptions.

In our opinion, the belt owner is surrounded by the belt — the cloth accessory, as well as the
universe is surrounded by the spatial belt. And as it protects from the negative impact of external
forces in the universe, and also the belt amulet protects the Archaic people, from negative forces. The
belt in its space is uniting human’s body, soul and physics, resulting reached a spirituality peak. And
the human becomes the owner of magic power, becomes perfect (the Shaman circle and meditation),
which may be associated with understanding the unknown, the revelation of the truth.

b) The jar found on the site of the former settlement of Samadlo (1st millennium BC) bears
figures of four men moving in the clockwise direction. The right arm with spread fingers of the man
standing at the head of the four is more bent at the elbow than with others and is positioned higher
than the arms of the others, which may point to the fact that he is the leading figure in the perkhisa
and that the picture may be a description of a mtskobri form of the dance. The fact that this dance is
depicted on a jar containing a cult drink is yet another indication of the ritual function of Georgian
dances and the connection of this specific choreographic form with the productivity cult.

c) The description of the Trialeti silver cup , made in the 2nd millennium BC, provides
grounds to believe that this is a ritual devoted to the revival of nature and the deity of productivity.
In our opinion, the Trialeti silver cup shows a ritual devoted to the productivity of the universe,
which is to a certain extent similar to the Hittite Telipinu and Sumerian Inanna-Tammuz myth. We
think that the main figure in the centre of the ritual is the main deity of the sun and earth - Great
Mother Nana. The composition and the ritual are devoted to the return of the god of productivity
(according to the Hittite ritual, his descendant) from non-existence. The circular form of the cup
points to the fact that the myth is about the universe. Major figures in the ritual are dancers wearing
animal masks, but no belts, which means that they are heading to the other world. Like the
participants in the ritual depicted on the Nabaghrevi bronze belt, they are standing behind each
other, heading towards the main deity and the tree of life.

In the One-line linear dances are also grouped: the part of the “Murkvamoba ritual _ Melia
Telepia "O, Hoi, Nano", "lalis Tamashoba", "Bastis Chabma", "Dighmuri Sakortsino Tamashoba",
"Dzaghluri", and "Khorumi" as well as ritual dances performed during mourning and work also have a
similar form.

The comparison of the dances reveals a number of similarities: 1. All of the dances were
performed at the time that points to their connection to the deity, protector of productivity and
fertility; 2. The dances have leaders, who hold in his hand a whip, belt, twig or stick. In our opinion,
the leader of the dance, who has major force, strikes a dancer with the whip or stick, symbolizing his
death and revival with new reinforced potential; 3. Stripping and then putting clothes on - these
signs of worship of the deity of sexual love and fertility probably point to the return of dancers to
their initial state and then back to this world. As regards tearing off one's own clothes, which can
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often be seen in the rituals of vegetative deities, it may be indicative of humans taking products and
using them for their own benefit. Putting on black clothes and covering bodies in soot was a trick
aimed at deceiving dark forces; 4. The names of mtskobri perkhisas are linked to the productivity cult
and the restoration of light from darkness and life from death: Ohoi Nano is an act of imploring Great
Mother. The name Iali seems to be derived from the Arabic word yallah ("O, God!"). It was used
instead of Georgian O, God! by the multiethnic population of Tbilisi. Dzaghluri ("dog-like") is not an
accidental name, as dog is a hypostasis of cyclic guests and deities. Basti is a dance, in which dancers
stamp feet and shout joyfully. Jumping movements, as a rule, accompany productivity rituals. The
stem khor in the name of the dance Khorumi, points to a link to Ajarian-Laz residential home a-khor
or o-khor, which is functionally linked to a stall and, correspondingly, khoromi ("tuft of hay"). In
Melia-Telepia, Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani links tel||tuel to tulaoba ("impregnation of fish"). In the Svan
language, in means "benefit; equal; nudity"). Telepia is a deity similar to Hittite Telipia. Melia is a
wryneck and predator. We think that the ritual versions of the Melia-Telepia round dance we have
analyzed are a simulation of symbolic sexual act (sacral marriage) of two opposing worlds, in which
celestial and earthly, spiritual and material are linked to each other in order to achieve productivity
and fertility. Melia and Telepia symbolize evil and virtue, black and white as various manifestations
of one world. Angi (circle and cross), the main symbol of Murkvamoba, is of the same meaning. It is a
symbol of planet Venus (called Ishtar in Georgia). Like Inanna, it was symbolized by the Evening Star
in the hypostasis of the goddess of love, and by the Morning Star in the hypostasis of the goddess of
struggle. This clarifies the allusions aroused by the scenes of fertility and struggle characteristic of the
whole ritual and the possible androgenic nature of the Melia-Telepia round dance we are studying. It
should also be borne in mind that the words m-eli ("fox") and mg-eli ("wolf") (both animals are linked
to Melia-Telepia) are very similar to the name of the deity of weather Eli-a and the word denoting
expectation - v-eli. The content of the name Melia-Telepia can also be linked to Telepia's
expectations. In this case, stones remaining of the buildings of cult in Tusheti and Khevsureti are also
important to us. The stones bear abstract paintings, ornaments and signs that resemble writing. 5. The
positions of performers in accordance with the mtskobri form that implies movement of dancers
standing in a line one behind the other: Given the fact that genesis was to take place again in the
fertility ritual we studied, it was necessary to revert to the beginning or, in other words, to revert to
the other world. There was only one direct line - the horizon - that divided man from that world. In
this case, the direct line symbolizes the horizon, which is a kind of a boundary that divides inner and
outer spaces. The horizontal direct line made by dancers standing hand in hand close to each other
created a kind of a solid chain. It was an artificial boundary created choreographically and breaking it
created a certain opening. The breach of the line led to the movement of personalities from both
worlds to the opposing world. Correspondingly, the dances of this form are linked to cosmic levels
and beliefs concerning the space and the other world. The ritual space is presented in the horizontal,
not vertical form. In the model of the universe, a direct line is situated between this world and that
world in the shape of an unfastened belt. It is here that we encounter the phenomenon called a "far
journey". The direct line is a tool for crossing the sacral boundary and the zigzag line is a road full of
contradictions leading to that world (the principle of labyrinth). Ariadne's thread saved Theseus by
helping him to emerge from the Labyrinth after defeating Minotaur and in the same manner, the
leader of the dance leads dancers in round dances in a far journey after they cross the boundary of
this world. This kind of perkhisa can be described as a hyper-spatial tunnel that links reality in this
world to supra-material worlds.
3. Two-line linear perkhisas

Two-line linear perkhisas are part of the productivity ritual, which clearly shows a struggle
between two opposed forces (the evil and virtue). Such a form can also be encountered in game
shows (Nishkha Nishkha, Kaltatsioba, Oghirghilo, Children's Melia-Telepia, Samaia and A, Nishani
Mogve, Kalo), which provides sufficient materials for explaining their symbolic form. A conflict
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between two opposing forces becomes obvious here through kidnapping and the cosmic and
mythological plot of a struggle between the evil and virtue. The two direct lines probably served to
symbolize the conflict of two different sources, sexes or spaces. Svan Shushpari described by Nicholas
Marr, the ancient women's dance Pa(r)tsa-kuku, the ancient Georgian perkhisa Mze Shina da Mze
Gareta (||Mze Shina), and Samaia have the same symbolic form. We believe that the person with a
felt cloak and the piper mentioned in them as well as the black man wearing a terrible shepherd's cap
(the ritual in Khevi described by A. Kazbegi) are the same hero linked to death and the chthonic and
chaotic world. The allusions found in the texts of Samaia unambiguously point to the links of this
dance to the myths of productivity and the interchange of seasons. That is why Samaia is a linear
dance symbolizing opposition between the internal and external, the evil and virtue. The two-line
perkhisa round dance Hei da Ramasho is of the same form, which presents a joyful interpretation of
the myth about the universe. The rituals of Georgian highlanders that were a magic action necessary
for harmonious life clearly show the content of the myth. Research in Svan Adrekila showed that this
motive is fully present in the dramaturgy of the holidays of Murkvamoba and Kviria - the
competitions between two villages or areas in obtaining productivity.

In our opinion, as time passed, this ancient form became a foundation of dances symbolizing
not only struggle, but also competition.

4. The structure and main idea of the dance Khorumi:

Khorumi is a large system with its choreographic forms and structure that imply the struggle
for productivity, establishment of order in the world, and conceptions of the flow of time, all of this
being the act of Genesis.

The two-line perkhisas we analyzed have retained up to now the ancient dancing form of
Mossynoeci described by Xenophon, which researchers link to the roots of Khorumi. The research
showed that struggle was regarded as one of the major rituals in mythological thinking. We think
that the choreographic draught of Khorumi - the circular (solar, magic), high-rise (a model of the
universe), and direct-line (a horizontal boundary between spaces) structure and the emphatically
direct line of fighters - symbolize a harmonious and ordered world opposed to the unknown chaos of
the other world. It was the struggle with that chaos that the dance symbolized (two lines), implying
the inevitable victory of virtue and light. In this regard, it is to a certain extent related to
Murkvamoba, Kviria, Atinogenoba and other rituals, where we can see similar forms of perkhisas. All
this enables us to regard Khorumi as not only a dance devoted to a deity, but a whole system that
encompasses the harmonization of all conditions vitally necessary for humans: The conceptions of
struggling for productivity, establishing order in the world, and comprehending the interchange of
seasons. The ithyphallic sculptures found in Georgia that are ideologically and plastically linked to
the dance Khorumi point to the common functions of the deity of fertility and war.

Our people were well aware of the magic content of three. In spite of that, the knowledge
was not reflected in the dancing draughts of choreography by means of direct lines. There are very
few dances performed in three lines or by three people. There are some dances that seem to be linked
to the number: One of the versions of Samaia danced in Pshavi in the triangular form; Samaia
mentioned in the description of the birth of a son by Prince Vakhtang; and a ritual performed with
the involvement of three elderly women in Meskheti during droughts in order to entreat for dew
from the sky. As regards the performance of modern Samaia by three women, it is scenic
performance of just one fragment of the fresco on the southern wall of the Svetitskhoveli church in
Mtskheta (the fresco shows 21, not three, women, singers, and musicians performing a round dance.

The descriptions of how Samaia was performed make it clear that it cannot be classified as
having one specific form. The diversity of its forms enables us to say that in ancient times, Samaia
was not a specific dance. Presumably, the name was used as a general term denoting ritual dances (in
our opinion, those, devoted to productivity cult). It is also possible that the term Sama replaced an
ancient Georgian term like perkhisa in the Renaissance era (this term of Arabic origin is not attested
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in Georgian sources before 11th-15th centuries). The materials available at the moment do not
provide an opportunity to make more concrete conclusions. In our opinion, three circles are more
often used in Georgian choreography to denote the trinity of sky and earth than a draught of three
lines.

The Georgian dances we described probably have their roots in the 3rd and 2nd millennia BC.
The traces of the ancient fertility deity, ithyphallic dancing sculptures, the bronze Nabaghrevi belt
depicting the same mythic, ritual, and dancing scenes, the jar found in Samadlo, and the silver cup of
Trialeti all come from the same period.

In addition, the study found that the information encoded in some Georgian dances is clearly
linked to the Proto-Hittite and Sumerian-Babylonian cultures, which is indicative of mutual ties
between ancient Georgian tribes and these great civilizations.

In the ornamental forms of Georgian Choreography, deeply lies Georgian spatial and
cosmogonic symbolism, what was the comprehensive idea of the ancient period humanity.
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